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- The*cbrxirbvérs&h-"sin:rbuhding' the CIA

- has little to do with intelligence. It is cov-
ert action — or the use of money, violence,
and propaganda to secretly manipulate

. events — which is. at issue, as agency
heads have allowed the intelligence proc-

- ess to be overshadowed and distorted by -

' the CIA’scovertoperations, .- = = . >

In the past, most congressmen and even -

. presidents.could claim ignorance aboutr ¢ -

¢ CIA operations. This comfortable “cover™ -

* has now. been blownr - probably never to- | -

+ returts From now: on, Congress-and the- :
. _president will have to.share responsibility-
for unleashing the tactics of covert action,
and these tactics — bribery, subversion, -
paramilitary warfare, and even-assassina-- i
. tion — are criminal i nature, everr when -
practiced by-people- sincerely convinced -
‘they are protecting the “‘national. se- .
curitY.”' AR L '_: R, S
> Covert operations-have been cut back
.. since their heyday a few years ago. Intelli- ;
- gence oversight committee member Sen. -
GaryHart stated; as the Ford administra~
- tion was:ending;’ that there were six such -
;. operations going on arcund the world— a: -
- . level which may or may not be acceptable-
- under Secratary of State Vance's guideline .
i -limiting CIA: intervention- abroad to: “the
- most extraordinary- possible circum~:
_stances.’” Yet, the CIA’s vast clandestine -
apparatus remains largely intact; particu- °
. larly in the Third. World where it has been "

.. used mainly for-either putting or-keeping -* '

7 in power anti-communist governments o
" from which the U.S. has seemed willing to-;

- - accept virtually:any levst ofsinternal re~’

"+ pressiom, as'long as domestic order was

-4 guaranteed and foreigninvestments. pro- % -

.\ . tm& .5‘..-.:. Vi iy -r,_ﬂ_»-f,.-gf;ﬁ_-.,";.? ?r;.\_.,-_; ol B
*;" - The maintenance-of this CIA- controiled
- network serves fo corrupt the secieties we-*;
- are-supposedly trying to *save.” If the .
-~ United States has a legitimaté national in~
" terest in helping a particular forsign gov--
« ernment (or faction), it’should .do so-
- openly, in accordance with our own laws. -
The Carter administration as.a whole.-"
and the nominee to head the CIA, Admiral-
Stansfield Turner, will soon have to make -

a basic choice:_ They can ei_t}_xer_cboqse" fo

e ola

.t Fobin Marks, an assodiate af the Center ,
" for Nati ty Studies, i3 co-au 3
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How can hie never lie to us,

.- pose C1A operations. For example, investi- . =
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loose?

.. Clean out the CIA’s Clandestine Services .
.- and put the full force of the agency intothe
* . intelligence gathering and analysis busie
7. ness, or they can tryto protect past se-
crets and capabilities by aligning them- .-
selves with the professional operatives and -
their supporters against a changing soci-~
ety. The Carter people will find it difficult

to have things both ways, - - . o

If the administration chooses to continus
. Covert action, it will find itself inexorably ..:
. drawn into the process of covering upwhat
the CIA is doing: Secret operations are,by !

definition, based on deception and lies — .

.- -which’ President Carter has already -
-, promised notto-use on us. Moreover, there
1 be no respite from press disclosures
.- about CIA activities which, it turns out,
are only well hidden from reporters and i
other investigators who .are not paying
attention. Outraged: whistle-blowers and

B mfightmg bureaucrats will not stop expos-

ing-such recent activities as a.secret CIA -

" warin Angola, wiretapping in Micronesia,
| .or covert ¢lectioneering in Italy. As long
. "as the executive branch insists on using
~ “the CIA secretly to do things it is unwilliag
- -to stand vup for openly, the.agency will rew
v-- mainalegitimateinvestigative targer. "\
., - Even if the press could somehow be "
-7 turned off-or diverted, there would still be. **
.- grand juries, congressional committees,
*+.pudlic interest groups, and the Justice De= =
*. . partment cartying on probeés that will ex-. "
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"."gations already under way should soon tall
. us how the CIA could havea learned i 1970
" ‘abeut a. plot personally organized- by the
president of South Korea to subvert-tha
. Congress- of the United States without
".doing anything mesaiingiul to stop it unti]
~.1975. Or what has been the CIA’s relation-
--'ship with — and knowledge of — corporate _ -
bribery, the Howard Hughes.emvire, '
- organized crime, the dmg trade, and cther
_ forms of corruption around which covert
- operators seem to thrive; or why did the
*"CIA withhold material evidence front the
Warrenr Commission and then, from ‘1567
. on, embark on a worldwide “diszinforma~
¢ _tion’” campuaign against critics of the offi~

if dirty
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